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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the application filed 19 November 2001 . 

2. Claims 1-26 are pending. Claims 1,11,17, and 24 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections ~ 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As per dependent claim 25, the applicant discloses the "method as described in 
Claim 21 ..." However, claim 21 is directed toward a computer readable medium. This 
renders claim 25 indefinite. 

As per dependent claim 26, the applicant discloses the "method as described in 
Claim 21 ..." However, claim 21 is directed toward a computer readable medium. 
Furthermore, claim 26 contains limitations substantially similar to those in claim 17, 
which claim 21 is dependent upon. These render claim 26 indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-7, 10-23, and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Brooke et al. (US 6748569, 2004) in further view of Bauwens et al. 

(US 6704893, 2004). 

As per independent claim 1, Brooke discloses the method for generating a 

project datasheet in an integrated design environment comprising: 

• Accessing project data from an XML database structure (column 6, lines 18-20) 

• Accessing an XSL stylesheet (column 6, lines 23-26) 

• Processing the project data according to the XSL stylesheet to automatically 
produce a project datasheet file (column 6, lines 1 1-26; column 6, lines 33-42) 

Brooke fails to disclose the project data describing an electronic system design for 
implementation on a programmable electronic device. Bauwens discloses the project 
data describing an electronic system design for implementation on a programmable 
electronic device (column 4, lines 1 1-22: Here, the integrated circuit is an electronic 
system design, and the details about the inputs and outputs are the implementation of 
that system). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have combined Brooke's method of storing data in an XML 
database structure with Bauwens' project data describing an electronic system design, 
since it would have allowed a user to specify customized data structures for dealing with 
the system design (Brooke: column 6, lines 18-21). 
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As per dependent claim 2, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar to 
those in claim 1, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Brooke further 
discloses the method further including formatting the data sheet in HTML (column 8, 
lines 7-17: Here, the XSP processor and XSP script act upon the XML tree to format the 
datasheet into an HTML file). 

As per dependent claim 3, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar to 
those in claim 2, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Brooke further 
discloses the method further including rendering the project datasheet as a visual output 
datasheet using a browser (column 8, lines 9-15; column 5, lines 60-62). 

As per dependent claim 4, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar to 
those in claim 1 , and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Brooke further 
discloses the method further including displaying said project datasheet (column 5, lines 
57-62). 

As per dependent claim 5, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar to 
those in claim 4, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Brooke further 
discloses the method wherein displaying the project datasheet is done as a single 
action display (column 5, lines 60-62; column 4, lines 58-62). 

As per dependent claim 6, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar to 
those in claim 4, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Brooke further 
discloses the method wherein displaying the project datasheet includes printing the 
project datasheet (column 4, lines 58-62: Here, the fact that the system is equipped with 
a printer allows for the data sheet to be printed if the user desires). 
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As per dependent claim 7, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar to 
those in claim 4, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Bauwens further 
discloses the method integrated circuit pinout assignment data (column 4, lines 1 1-22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have combined Brooke and Bauwens' method of displaying a 
project datasheet with Bauwens' method of including integrated circuit pinout data, 
since it would have allowed a user to view pinout data in a formatted display (Brooke: 
column 6, lines 35-38). 

As per dependent claim 10, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 4, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Bauwens further 
discloses the method including input and output configuration data (column 4, lines 1 1- 
22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have combined Brooke and Bauwens' method of displaying a 
project datasheet with Bauwens' method of including input and output configuration 
data, since it would have allowed a user to view input and output configuration data in a 
formatted display (Brooke: column 6, lines 35-38). 

As per independent claim 1 1 , the applicant recites similar limitations as claim 1 , 
and is similarly rejected under Brooke and Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 12, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 11, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
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recites similar limitations as claim 2, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 13, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 11, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 3, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 14, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 11, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 4, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 15, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 11, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 6, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 16, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 11, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 7, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per independent claim 17, the applicant recites similar limitations as claim 1, 
and is similarly rejected under Brooke and Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 18, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 17, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
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recites similar limitations as claim 2, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 19, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 18, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 3, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 20, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 17, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 4, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 21 , Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 17, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 5, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 22, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 17, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 6, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 23, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 17, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 7, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 



Application/Control Number: 09/994,600 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2178 

As per dependent claim 25, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 21, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 3, and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

As per dependent claim 26, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 21, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. The applicant 
recites similar limitations as claim 1 , and is similarly rejected under Brooke and 
Bauwens. 

7. Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brooke and Bauwens in further view of Gristede et al. (US 6175949, 2001). 

As per dependent claim 8, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar to 
those in claim 1 , and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Brooke and Bauwens 
fail to disclose including a user module schematic. However, Gristede discloses a user 
module schematic (Figures 3-8: These figures are user module schematics). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have combined Brooke and Bauwens 1 method of displaying a 
project datasheet with Gristede's method of including a user module schematic, since it 
would have allowed the user to view a pictographic representation of the data. 

As per dependent claim 9, Brooke and Bauwens disclose the limitations similar to 
those in claim 1 , and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Brooke and Bauwens 
fail to disclose including global parameters. However, Gristede discloses global 
parameters (column 1 1 , lines 23-32). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have combined Brooke and Bauwens' method of displaying 
project datasheet with Gristede's method of including global parameters, since it would 
have allowed a user to see not only a list of parameters used, but also the effects of the 
parameters on the parameters. 

8. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bauwens and Gristede in further view of Object Domain R3 (March 2001) and XMI 
(2000). 

As per independent claim 24, Gristede and Bauwens disclose the computer 
control method for generating design information comprising: 

• A plurality of global parameters (Gristede column 1 1 , lines 23-32) 

• A plurality of programmable hardware resources (Gristede column 3, lines 48-53) 

• At least one user module representing a circuit design (Bauwens column 4, lines 
11-22) 

Bauwens and Gristede fail to disclose: 

• Parameterizing the user module 

• Establishing connections to the user module 

• Automatically generating a datasheet file describing an electronic design project 
comprising the user module as paramterized, its connections and said global 
parameters 

XMI discloses: 
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• Parameterizing the user module (section 1.2.1.2: Here, the document is mapped 
to the correct interface) 

Object Domain R3 discloses: 

• Establishing connections to the user module (page 1 : Here, by generating the 
XMI document, Object Domain connects to the original model document to 
create the dataheet file) 

• Automatically generating a datasheet file describing an electronic design project 
comprising the user module as paramterized, its connections and said global 
parameters (page 1 : Here, Object Domain generates an XMI file) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have combined Bauwens and Gristede's method of modeling 
circuit design with XMI and Object Domain's method of parameterizing a module and 
generating a datasheet file, since it would have allowed a user to generate an XML 
compliant file to describe his/her module (XMI: section 1 .3). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US 2004020561 7A1 Light: Disclose report generator using XML and XSL. 

• US 20040205553A1 Hall et a!.: Disclose page layout markup language. 

• US 20030058469A1 Buis et al.: Discloses printing XML directly using a format 
template. 
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• US 2003001 4447A1 White: Discloses document generator. 

• US 200201 61 802A1 Gabrick et al.: Discloses web presentation. 

• US 200201 52234A1 Estrada et al.: Discloses importing HTML forms. 

• US 200201 3851 6A1 Igra: Discloses using master specifications for web page 
design. 

• US 200200731 19A1 Richard: Discloses converting data from one markup 
language to anther markup language. 

• US006507857B1 Yalcinalp: Discloses XSL style sheet including components for 
transformations. 

• US006397232B1 Cheng-Hung et al.: Discloses translating the format of a 
document file. 

• US 200201 52449A1 Lin: Discloses generating a design hierarchy. 

• US006539534B1 Bennett: Discloses automatic generation of circuit designs. 

• US 200201 61 568A1 Sample et al.: Discloses memory circuit for use in hardware 
emulation. 

• US20010044927A1 Karniewicz: Discloses population of cells of a semiconductor. 

• US20020068989A1 Ebisawa et al.: Discloses integrated circuit and storage 
medium. 

• US20020010716A1 McCartney et al.: Discloses publication of XML compliant 
documents. 

• US200200231 10A1 Fortin et al.: Discloses document markup language and 
generation of documents in the language. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyle R Stork whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4130. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (703) 308-5465. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kyle Stork 

Patent Examiner , , 
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